
Skipper's Log… Open Wounds 
 
There has been a lot of talk lately about the western bays and some of the problems that Operation 
SPLASH has been working on with the help of our many friends especially at Citizens Campaign 
for the Environment that have been brought to the spot light. This Skippers Log is meant to set the 
record straight on the issues that SPLASH feels are the most important and the damaging ones that 
keep opening the wounds that affect the health of our bays.  
 
The number one issue that affects our Bay is Storm Water Run Off. Yes folks every time it rains 
there are no more pennies from heaven but soot from power plants, soot from trucks and cars and 
all that grime that turns the white snow black. Unfortunately it gets directed unfiltered into our 
bays. It’s this rain that shuts down the bays from swimming, clamming and fishing when we have a 
little too much of it. So we will continue to work to clean up anyway possible the devastating 
effects of what is so important to an estuary…clean fresh water mixing with salt water from the 
sea.   We are constantly searching for the latest and most cost effective methods to filter out many 
of the containments in storm water such as heavy metals, bacteria that shuts down our beaches, oils 
that wash into the bay and settle on the salt marshes and bay bottom and how could we forget 
floatables.  By working with Nassau County, the Town of Hempstead and many local Public 
Works Departments we have made and will continue to make significant improvements to the 
storm water problem.  
 
The number two issue that many of us feel to be damaging to the health of the bay is the massive 
amount of treated sewage effluent being dumped into the bay every day.  In order to give you a 
picture of exactly how much 64.5 million gallons a day (MGD) is, we have come up with these 
analogies….64 MGD is equal to the amount of a super tanker such as the Exxon Valdese pulling up 
to the Long Beach Rail Road Bridge and dumping its entire cargo hold into the bay…EVERY 
DAY …64 MGD equals 12 million 900 thousand - 5 gallon buckets.  That’s enough buckets to 
form a line from New York City to Orlando and BACK every day dumped in the bay. I think you 
get the picture.  Add in all the “things” that come out of the pipe including pharmaceuticals and we 
have a big bowl of crap soup to deal with.  Also to set the record straight Operation Splash does 
support Nassau Counties Sewage consolidation Plan on the condition that the county upgrades the 
Bay Park Sewage Treatment Plant simultaneously.  With the introduction of additional effluent 
from other municipalities, it’s a no brainier that the residents of Bay Park deserve to get the best, 
state of the art plant available, especially if they are being asked to put up with more sewage to 
handle. I don’t think anyone would expect the residents near a major sewage treatment plant to 
settle for anything less. 
    
Coming in at number three, but just as important, is Boat Bottom Paint …yes folks the very same 
stuff we all put on the bottoms of our boats to keep it from gathering barnacles and seaweed and 
slowing us down also works when it comes off our boat bottoms and does what its suppose to do 
…kills marine life.  All kinds of marine life; crabs, clams, flounders etc…obviously we should 
keep as much of this stuff out of the bay as possible …period.   So please be careful my fellow 
mariners when applying and removing this toxic paint.  Keep as much of it away from our little sea 
friends as possible.     

 (Continued inside) 
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Mark Your Calendar for 2008 Meetings 
 
For more information on protecting our Long Island environment, join us for our monthly meeting 
which meet every 1st Tuesday of the month.  All are welcome.  Volunteers wanted, make a SPLASH! 
June 3rd 
July 1st 
August 5th 
September 2nd 
October 7th 
November 4th (Election day, remember to vote!) 
December 2nd (Holiday Party) 
 
Anyone interested in volunteering for these events please call the SPLASH hotline. (516) 378-4770 
 
Meetings held first Tuesday of the month, 7:30 PM at  
Freeport Recreation Center 
130 East Merrick Road 
Freeport, N.Y. 11520 
(516) 378-4770 
 Visit our web site at www.operationsplash.net  

  
For all your summer travel needs check out www.splashtravel.net for the best deals.. Operation SPLASH receives 
a percentage back when booking online. It's easy and fast, get something when giving something....Happy 
Traveling. 

 

Tel. #: 516-378-4770 
www.operationsplash.net  
operationsplash@optonline.net 
  

SPLASH is an all-volunteer Not-for-profit organization 
 
OUR MISSION: To provide a solution to the growing problem of waterfront pollution through public 
education and individual participation. 
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PLEASE HELP FUND OP SPLASH BY DONATING YOUR BOAT, CAR (OR A MILLION DOLLARS) FOR A TAX WRITE OFF 

It is with deep regret that we announce the passing of the following 
SPLASH members, Bill Braun, Tom Raynor, Donna Zawrotny and 
Tony Romalewski.  We are all saddened by the loss of  SPLASH 
“keepers” but know that God has a special place on the shores of 
heaven for people of such character. We know that they are in good 
company with some other “keepers” who have already passed on 
but are not forgotten.  We can bet that Capt. Sunday Tony 
Tarantino, Capt. Ed Martin and Capt. Vern Meyer were there to 
welcome them aboard. You know we can always use more help 
from above and with the likes of those four up there I feel sorry for 
anyone who messes with Splash. So Bon Voyage for now dear 
friends and leave you with these humble words,                                                          
 
The Fisherman’s Prayer …  
I pray that I might live to fish until my dying day,  
And when it comes to my last cast I then most humbly pray 
When in the Lord’s great landing net peacefully asleep  
That in His mercy I be judged 
Big enough to keep  
 
 

2008 ANNUAL EVENTS 
Get Involved! Volunteer as Splash Participates in these Annual 
events:  
May: Memorial Day Parade - Freeport 
June: Nautical Festival - Freeport 
September: Lido Festival by the Sea  
 
Place an ad in our newsletter  
$50 (members) or $100 (non-member, includes new membership dues)   
Send print ready electronic file to: 
operationsplash@optonline.net 
Send check to “Operation SPLASH”  
PO Box 228 
Freeport, NY 11520 

 

Skipper’s Log 
 Continued from front page 
This last paragraph is just some of the things that keep me up at 
night… We all know Robert Moses was a great mover and shaker 
but…would he have really closed up Zack’s Inlet and Gilgo Inlet that 
are used to help flush out the bay if he knew the future damage he 
was going to do?… I have been on two clean-ups this month east of 
the Wantagh Parkway and thank God I live right by Jones Inlet 
…Also if we knew that there were only 100 flounders in the 
bay…would we take 99 of them and expect the last one to reproduce 
enough to keep us all in filets?...  I see that Jones Beach Theater is 
booked for the concert season with 25 shows slated for this 
summer…anyone want to join me with signs letting all the concert 
goers know that the discharge pipe for the old poop plant dumps out 
right where the State built piers for the for the public to go fishing? 
Bon Appétit…   
 
 Well that should be enough doom and gloom for this newsletter 
folks. I wish this stuff was not true but it is. That is why we at 
Operation SPLASH will keep trying to get this mess squared away by 
trying to get as many members as possible…the more people the 
louder the voice!!!   I will leave you with this ancient Indian 
proverb…Treat the earth as though it was loaned to you by your 
children… not given to you by your parents. 
  
 See ya on the water…Rob 
 

Captain's Corner 
  
The good news is that all three boats are up and running 
already. The hearty crews have made several trips despite the 
cool and wet spring that we have had so far. The nice weather 
is fast approaching and we will be back in business full bore. 
Last year, we didn't get started until July and we still did a 
great job.  This year should really be one to remember......an 
early start, great Captains and crews and a winter’s worth of 
garbage, debris and floatables should provide us with all the 
challenge we need. 
  
The sad news is we lost one of our original Captains, Tony 
Romalewski, on May 2nd.  He will be missed both on the boat 
and at the meetings.  We didn't receive the notice of his 
passing in time for many SPLASH members to pay their 
respect at his wake. So, please take a moment now to pause 
and reflect on his passing. 
  
 Captain Skip 

Road Debris Buildup…  
To request debris cleanup for a county owned 
road… call 516 571 6900 

Did you know.... 
Under the Federal Clean Water Act, a commercial car 
wash cannot send their dirty water down the storm drains. 
The water must be discharged into a separate sanitary 
sewer or treated and recycled.  Professional car washes 
also use less than one tenth of 1 percent of the water used 
by a municipality, daily.  So next time you need a car 
wash, instead of cleaning it yourself, take a break have 
your car washed by the pro’s.  The earth will thank you! 



 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

FOUR MAJOR CLEAN UPS ALREADY!!! 
 

It’s still early May but it has already been a busy season for Operation 
SPLASH as we have been a big part of four major clean-ups in the South 
Shore this year.  

 The first cleanup, the annual SPLASH / Sierra Club clean up 
utilized 37 people and 4 boats to collect 67 bags of garbage along with 35 
large pieces of dock Styrofoam, 7 tires and lots of big lumber.  That clean 
up took place in the Freeport area while a cook out was back at the Remsen 
Bay house to serve refreshments to all that took part.  

 
 The second cleanup, run by the Amityville SPLASH Chapter’s 

Director of Operations Todd Brice was a thing of beauty. Todd and crew 
planed what was called a “surgical strike” to remove over 50 tires scattered 
across the marsh’s and 6 old sunken boat engines weighing over 500 lbs 
each that were very dangerous to all boaters. With great planning and a 
rough weather day (just to make it more interesting) a dedicated crew of bay 
rats of all ages shoved off early from the dock. I have to say it was quite the 
site watching the armada of vessels from a 40’ sport fishing yacht towing 
the large floating dock with a homemade crane built the day before to a two 
person duck boat that carried the diver that was needed to hook the chains 
on the sunken steel engines. With great intentions out they went, early 
Sunday morning heading into drizzle, fog and a stiff east wind. They were 
determined to make a positive difference on their mission in the Great 
South Bay. Even though the weather did not cooperate, everything else did 
and they were able to rid the bay of some unsightly and dangerous debris. 
Congratulation gentlemen …Great job!!!    

 

Cleanup #1: SPLASH & Sierra Club 

Cleanup #2: Run by Amityville’s SPLASH Chapter 

Clean up number three… the annual clean up sponsored by Catfish Max’s in 
Seaford. Once again people of all ages volunteered their time and energy to clean 
up tons of garbage off the marshes in and around the Seaford area. About 10 boats 
and 35 people were able to fill up the 18’wide by 36’ long Town of Hempstead 
Barge with all kinds of debris in about 3 hours. While it’s great that this gets done 
every year it is also an indication that there is still way too much crap getting into 
the bay through the storm drains. Thanks to Amy, the owner of Catfish Max’s for 
the bagels and lunch. Also thanks to Capt. Scott Haimes and Mike Hindley for 
getting the Wantagh SPLASH boat to the clean up and then back to her dock at the 
Wantagh Marina where she is now ready to go for the season.   

Clean up number four was done with our good friends at the Coastal 
Stewards. Forty-five volunteers cleaned up over a mile and a half of beaches in 
and around the Jones Beach Coast Guard station. Over a ton of trash was removed 
as both the Freeport and Wantagh SPLASH boats were used to ferry people and 
trash.  

As you can see, we are off to a great start with hundreds of volunteers giving 
up thousands of hours of precious spare time to help remove over 5 tons of trash 
already in order to keep the beautiful bays, beaches and creatures on the south 
shore clean and safe. Thank you everyone…    

The following clean ups would not have been as successful without the 
support of the following partners; we wish to thank them for their continued 
support and hope you remember to support them…The Town of Hempstead and 
the Dept. of Conservation and Waterways for everything from boats, barges 
and just about anything else we need help with…Steve’s Prime Meats for helping 
to feed the hungry volunteers… Larry Johnson Machine Works for donating 
and fixing up all our “shinny propellers”…Ridgewood Savings Bank people 
power and advertising support…Ricks Marina for precious fuel…Out Board 
Service for always being ready to help no matter what!.. B&R Canvas for putting 
the cover on the Wantagh Boat during the busy season …Olympus Camera’s for 
funding …Nassau County Parks for a boat slip in Wantagh and trash removal in 
Bay Park…Atlantic Hardware…Owner John and his family cannot be thanked 
enough for all they do for SPLASH…Fred Chall Marine Supplies…Mel and his 
crew always take very good care of SPLASH and help get us the right parts to 
keep the fleet floatin…. 

 

Cleanup #3: Sponsored by Catfish Max’s in Seaford 

Cleanup #4: With our good friends at the Coastal 
Stewards 


